
Isaiah 7:10-17 (ESV) 
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 
11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, 
and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 15 He shall 
eat curds and honey when he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16 For before the boy knows how 
to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land whose two kings you dread will 
be deserted. 17 The LORD will bring upon 
you and upon your people and upon 
your father's house such days as have 
not come since the day that Ephraim 
departed from Judah—the king of 
Assyria!” 
 
Romans 1:1-7 (ESV) 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called 
to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2 which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who 
was descended from David according to 
the flesh 4 and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the 
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5 through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the 

obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations, 6 including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, 7 To all those in Rome who are 
loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV) 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 
25 but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name 
Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
December 22, 2019 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Zion Lutheran Church, 17927 Dice Road, Hemlock, MI  48626 

www.zionhemlock.org ~ Church Office 642-5909 ~ Pastor Cell 989-964-8722 

 In the Name of Jesus      

We thank the Heavenly Father for preparing us in Advent to receive His own Son, that 
by the Holy Spirit’s power, we would trust in Jesus as our God and Savior.  All gift 
giving in this season points us to the Greatest Giver, God, who gave us the Greatest 
Gift, Jesus.  Let us come and worship Him, and go and share this precious gift with the 
world.  We thank the young people involved in our service today, and Julayne Goward, 
for her efforts in organizing worship today.    

Prelude 

Ringing of the Bells 

Pastoral Welcome 

Christmas Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”    LSB 280 

Invocation    

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
People:  Amen.   

The Confession of Sins    

Pastor:  The Bible says that if we don’t confess our sins and our Savior, we won’t be 
forgiven.   

People:  But, if we confess both of them, God will forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 
Pastor:  So, I ask you before God:   
  Do you confess to the Heavenly Father your sins that you have committed? 

Do you trust that Jesus died on the cross, suffering hell there, to forgive all of  
your sins?   
Will you ask the Holy Spirit to make you gratefully, more like Jesus?   
Then, answer, “Yes!” 

People: Yes!   
Pastor:  Having confessed your sins and your Savior, Jesus Christ, I as your pastor 

sent by God, announce to you that your sins are all forgiven in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

People:  Amen. 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17 

Epistle Reading      Romans 1:1-7 

Gospel Reading   Matthew 1:18-25    

Apostles’ Creed 
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Christmas Carol   “Joy to the World”    LSB 387  

‘Twas the Night before Christmas Kayla Goward 

‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house, 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 
And on goes the story about Christ Eve 
And the jolly old man in whom we believe. 
 

Have you even wondered how Santa came to be? 
So important to Christmas and to you and to me? 
Well, it all began a long time ago, 
The night before Christ to earth was to go. 
 

All prepared to make Christ’s birth well announced, 
With angels and music and anthems pronounced. 
But alas, all had forgotten in the final rush 
How to make Christ’s birthday remembered to us. 
 

The kingdom was searched for the most excellent plan 
That would help us remember God’s gift to man. 
A saintly old fellow, so jolly and gay 
Came up with the best plan that was offered that day. 
 

He said; Send a fellow each year at this time 
Who would help people be happy and comfort their minds; 
He could help man remember that God loves us so 
By bringing presents to both friend and foe. 
 

“He would show by example that true love and joy 
Come only when shared with each girl and each boy.” 
Heaven decided that Santa’s plan would be just right, 
And Santa was asked to play the part that very first night. 
 

So from the first Christmas right down to today, 
When one heard the bells jingling and saw the big sleigh, 
They knew it was Santa making his way  
To remind the world of the love Jesus gave. 
 

So, this night before Christmas when you hear Santa come, 
Remember he’s doing it for the love of God’s Son. 
Remember that he teaches as did Christ of old 
That to give of one’s self is more precious than gold.   

 

Christmas Carol   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    LSB 361 
 

Luke 1:26-33 (NIV) The Birth of Jesus Foretold Jadon Mayer 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her  
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and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 

Christmas Carol   “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”    
 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Savior 
Was born on Christmas day, 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r 
When we were gone astray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

From God our heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came. 
And unto certain shepherds  
Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born  
The Son of God by name: 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

But when to Bethlehem they came, 
Whereat this infant lay 
They found him in a manger, 
Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling, 
Unto the Lord did pray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface: 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy,  

 O tidings of comfort and joy. 
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Luke 2:1-20 (NIV) The Birth of Jesus  Jaedyn Mallek 
  
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to 
be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 
as they had been told. 
 

Christmas Carol   “Away in the Manger”        LSB 364 
 

Santa’s Christmas Prayer Landon Zastrow 
On Christmas Eve the other night 
I saw the most amazing sight, 
For there beneath the Christmas tree 
Was Santa kneeling on his knee. 
His countenance was different than 
That all-familiar, jolly grin; 
His head was bowed, with hand to breast, 
And slightly tucked into his vest. 
For there in a nativity 
Was Jesus and His family, 
And as I hear him start to pry 
I listened close to what he’d say. 
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“Lord, You know that You’re the reason 
 
I take pleasure in this season. 
I don’t want to take Your place,  
But just reflect Your wondrous grace. 
I hope You’ll help them understand  
I’m just an ordinary man  
Who found a way to do Your will  
By finding kids with needs to fill. 
But all those centuries ago,  
There was no way for me to know  
That they would make so much of me, 
And all the gifts beneath the tree. 
They think I have some hidden power 
Granted at the midnight hour, 
But it is my love for You 
Inspiring the things I do. 
And so when they begin to open 
Gifts for which they have been hoping, 
May they give You all the glory,  
For You’re the One True Christmas story.” 

Christmas Carol “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”    LSB 388 

Offering 

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:  Amen. 

Christmas Carol “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”     LSB 366 

Silent Prayer 

Postlude 

  
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Carolyn Laurenz 
Elders Dale Rohde & Paul Bohn 
A/V Katie Pinet 
Ushers       Jerry Neuenfeldt & Joel Hutfilz 
Greeters Bud & Millie Parker  
Altar Guild  Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener 
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Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 102  Midweek Advent 19 - Needed for The Lord’s Work at 
Zion $4,504 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $10,384 = Loose Plate $268, Envelopes 
$9,926, Mission $85, Maintenance $105; Cap Prj. $5. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Dec 27- Elmer Willman; 
Dec 29- Margery Greskowiak; Jan 1- Cheyenne Baccary, Jake Rossow; Jan 2-
Kathleen Case, Roger Kade.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 7:00 pm with Communion. Christmas Day 
Worship at 9:30 am. New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:00 pm with Communion.  

Recycle your Christmas lights ~ Have old Christmas lights? Don’t throw them away! 
Indoor/outdoor string lights can be dropped off at the church office or the Richland 
Township office in Hemlock through January 15, 2019. Contact Mid Michigan Waste 
Authority with any questions at 989-781-9555.  

Chicken BBQ ~ You are invited to a little taste of summer on Sunday, January 12, 
2020.  The St. John Amelith Men's Athletic Club is once again barbecuing chicken at 
Valley Lutheran.  Dinner begins at 11:00 am and will be served until 1:30 pm and 
includes real mashed potatoes, corn, a roll, homemade coleslaw, and pie.  Price is $11 
for a half chicken meal or $9 for a quarter chicken meal.  Please consider joining us or 
order for take-out.  Proceeds will benefit the athletic, drama and music departments at 
Valley Lutheran.  Thank you for your support! 

Save the Date & Seeking donations!!  VLHS Benefit Dinner & Auction will take 
place Saturday, February 29, 2020, at Apple Mountain Conference Center. The 
theme is " CLUE: Secrets in the Grand Ballroom".   We are seeking items to be 
donated and put up for bid (merchandise, tickets, services, vacation homes, gift cards, 
etc.). Thank you for your past support!  Tickets will be available for purchase January 
8, 2020. For further information or questions, please call Heidi Behnke at 790-1676 at 
Valley Lutheran High School.   

Children’s Ministry Director: Peace Lutheran Ministries in Saginaw has an opening 
for Director of Children’s Ministry. This person reports to the Director of Youth & Family 
Ministry, and is responsible for the administration, development and implementation of 
the overall children’s ministry of Peace, birth through fifth grade. This position is part-
time (12 hours per week). Hours will vary in the summer due to Vacation Bible School. 
Qualifications include: Have a personal relationship with Jesus; be an LCMS church 
member in good standing; have a desire to teach and mentor children with patience 
and an accepting heart; have two years’ experience working in an LCMS children’s 
ministry setting; preferably have an educational background in Christian Ministries, 
Biblical Studies or a related field. If interested, please submit a resume and letter of 
interest to Billy Cmeyla at wcmeyla@peacesaginaw.org or Peace Lutheran Ministries, 
Attn.: Billy Cmeyla, 3427 Adams Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602. 
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